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PROPER USE OF GARBAGE DISPOSAL 

 
DISCLAIMER: Many Mutuals discourage the usage of garbage 
disposal, but if you happen to use the garbage disposal be sure 
to run plenty of water! 
 
Follow these easy steps when using the garbage disposal: 

1. Turn on the cold water 
2. Turn on the disposal 
3. Feed the material into the disposal a little at a time 
4. When the hammering stops, turn off the disposal and keep the water 
    running for one minute 
5. Make sure to run the disposal every day, even though you are not 
    putting it to normal use 
6. If the disposal stops working, locate the RED re-set button on the  
    bottom surface of the unit and hold for 30-seconds. 

 
*REMINDER* 

Please do not grind these items 
Bones 
Carrot peelings 
Celery & Rhubarb Stalks 
Coffee Grounds 
Corn Cobs–Husks or Silks 
Egg Shells 
 
 

 
 
Onion Skins 
Pea Pods 
Potato Peelings 
Grease  
Pills 
Glass 
Rice  
Any fibrous materials

 
If the disposal is not grinding as well as it should, grind some ice to sharpen the blades. To deodorize the 
disposal, grind some lemon, lime, or orange rinds.  
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Holiday Cooking Safety: More cooking fires are 
reported on Thanksgiving Day than any other day of 
the year, followed by Christmas and Christmas Eve. 
Help protect your family and home by keeping a lid 
or fire extinguisher nearby when cooking this holiday 
season. For more information on holiday cooking 
safety, visit ocfa.org.

Holiday Cooking Safety: Unattended cooking is the 
leading cause of home cooking fires. Stay in the 
kitchen when frying, grilling, or broiling food. For 
more information on cooking safety, visit ocfa.org

Fire Extinguishers: Fire extinguishers can save 
lives and property! Use the P.A.S.S. Method –
Pull the pin, Aim low, Squeeze the lever, and 
Sweep the nozzle from side to side. For more 
information on fire extinguishers, visit ocfa.org.

As Wildfire Approaches: To prepare for a possible 
evacuation, load everything in your car, including 
your Disaster Supply Kit and Go! Bag. Back the car in 
the driveway and keep the keys with you in case you 
need to leave quickly. For more information on what 
to do as wildfire approaches, visit ocfa.org/RSG.



Since fire grows 
and spreads 

rapidly, the number 
one priority is to 
get out safely.

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

Orange County
Fire Authority

(714) 573-6200
ocfa.org

Types of Fire Extinguishers
Multipurpose (ABC) fire extinguishers are recommended for home 
use. Fire classifications are used to indicate the type of fire they will 
extinguish.

• A – For use with ordinary materials like cloth, wood, and
paper.

• B – For use with flammable liquids like grease, gasoline, oil,
and oil-based paints.

• C – For use with electrical equipment that is connected to an
outlet.

Before Using a Fire Extinguisher
• Alert others that there is a fire and appoint someone to call

9-1-1.
• Make sure the fire is small, not spreading, and that you have

a clear escape route.

The P.A.S.S. Method
• Pull the pin.
• Aim low. Stand six to eight feet away and point the

extinguisher nozzle at the base of the fire.
• Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly.
• Sweep the nozzle from side to side until the fire is completely

out.

Fire Extinguisher Maintenance
• Keep your extinguisher in plain view and out of the reach of
    children.
• Read and follow all instructions on the label and check for

dents, corrosion or damage monthly.
• Non-rechargeable fire extinguishers should generally be

replaced every five to seven years.
• Fire extinguishers are good for one use only. To dispose of

an extinguisher, release the pressure by squeezing contents
into a trash can. Let the extinguisher sit for 48 hours and then
throw it in a trash can. You can also drop off used
extinguishers at any household hazardous waste facility.

Fire extinguishers can save lives and property, but should only be used if the fire is small,  
smoke and heat have not filled the room, and if you have a clear escape route. If you’re 
unsure, evacuate immediately and call 9-1-1.
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The roof is the most at-risk part of a home during a wildfire. Even if the flames never reach
your property, windblown embers can threaten your home and bring fire to your front door.

If burning embers cause your roof to catch fire, it is likely that
the fire will spread to the rest of your home.  Homes with
flammable roofs are much more likely to be destroyed than
those with fire-resistant roofs.

Pine needles, leaves, and debris build up put your roof at risk
from burning embers.

Plug gaps between the roof covering, roof deck or sheathing
with non- combustible materials regardless of your roof’s
rating. This is often called “bird stopping,” as it stops birds from
building nests in gaps on the roof’s edge.

Replacing plastic skylights with dual pane glass is another way
to better protect your home. Dual panes and tempered glass
are much more likely to resist damage if exposed to burning
embers.

For more information, please visit the OCFA website or call
(714) 573-6774 to schedule a Wildfire Home Assessment.

Keep your roof
clear of debris year

round.

Orange County
Fire Authority

www.ocfa.org/RSG



Early evacuation is the best way to protect yourself and your loved ones during a wildfire. As a 
wildfire approaches, follow these steps to help prepare your family and home, and make your 
evacuation safer.

Review your 
Wildfire Action 

Plan so all 
family members 
have the same 

information and
know what to do.

     Orange County
      Fire Authority

www.ocfa.org/RSG

Have all necessities ready, including the 6 P’s, in case you have to evacuate:
1. People and pets
2. Papers, phone numbers, and important documents
3. Prescriptions, medical equipment, and eyeglasses
4. Pictures, family keepsakes, and other meaningful items
5. Personal computers, hard drives, tablets, or other data

storage devices, including cell phones, and chargers
6. Plastic credit cards, ATM cards, and cash

Load everything into your car, including your Disaster Supply Kit and Go! 
Bag. Then, back the car into the driveway and close the windows and 
doors. Keep the keys with you, in case you need to leave quickly.

At Home:
 Close all windows and doors
 Shut off air conditioning and fans
 Close the fireplace flue
 Leave lights on, including porch lights
 Move outdoor combustible items (patio furniture, door mats,

charcoal, firewood, lighter fluid, brooms, trash cans, etc.)
away from the house or bring them inside

 Turn off propane tanks
 Close the garage door
 Connect garden hoses to spigots and place them so they

can reach any area of the house
 Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running as this can waste

critical water pressure

For more information, please visit the OCFA website or call (714) 573-6774
to schedule a Wildfire Home Assessment.




